
Selecting the Correct Head Gasket for Caterpillar® 3406E and C15 Engines-
Two different head gaskets can be used on 3406E and C15 engines. The M-2245122 gasket has an additional steel 
core for increased rigidity and strength. See example above for difference in construction between the M-1539653 and 
M-2245122. It is important that the M-1422329 oil drain back seal be used with the M-2245122 gasket. The blue arrows 
in the example above indicate the location of the oil drain back seal. The M-1539653 gasket utilizes a molded in place 
integral seal. The M-2245122 gasket utilizes a drop in place M-1422329 seal. 

We have modified our Custom Gasket Sets to incorporate the proper serial numbers that reflect the proper usage  
recommended by the OEM. Ask your regional manager for a copy of the Interstate-McBee Custom Gasket Set catalog  
for proper application of the new gasket.

Contact Interstate-McBee Technical Service for further details if needed at www.interstate-mcbee.com.

PHONE: 216-881-0015
TOLL FREE: 800-321-4234
Fax: 216-881-0805
www.interstate-mcbee.com

World Headquarters
5300 Lakeside Ave.  
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
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Technical Parts Gram 

#52

Special Notice- Two distinctly different cylinder head castings are used on these engines. The later style head 
casting has saw cut reliefs between cylinders. Earlier head castings do not have these reliefs. Cylinder heads 
without saw cuts require the M-1539653 gasket. Cylinder heads with saw cuts require the M-2245122 gasket.

M-2245122

M-1539653

® Caterpillar is a registered trademark of Caterpillar, Inc.


